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I am writing on behalf of the committee to firstly thank you for your continued support of Winchester 

City Festival Choir; and to notify you of our planned programme for our annual concert in 2020. 

We enjoyed a successful concert at Chandler’s Ford Methodist Church on Saturday 2nd February with 

a challenging programme of music from the Baroque era and we very much hope to build on the 

success of this concert with our next programme.  

I am very pleased to announce that the main work for our 2020 concert will be the Mass in D by 

Dvorak, composed in 1887 for the consecration of a private chapel at Lužany Castle, in southwest 

Bohemia. Lasting around 40 minutes, the Mass has a wonderful variety of styles and great melodies 

that you’ll have going round in your heads! As Dvorak wrote in a letter to the person who 

commissioned the work: 

“I have successfully completed the [Mass], and I am very pleased with it. I believe it is a work that 

will fulfill its purpose. It could bear the dedication: faith, hope, and love of Almighty God, with thanks 

for the great gift that has enabled me to bring this work in praise of the Highest and in the honour of 

art to a happy conclusion.”  

We hope that you will be pleased in learning and performing it! 

To complement the Mass; and following on from the success of the six week workshop that we held 

during the Spring in 2018, we will be performing shorter items (some well known and loved, others 

not so) from two anthologies; the European Sacred Music book which we used last year and 

another called The Greatest Choral Classics.  

Basically, the whole programme is a celebration of European Choral Music, culminating with the 

Dvorak Mass. 

Programme structure: 

First half 

Bach: O Jesu Christ, mein’s Lebens Licht BWV118 (to be sung in German) 

Haydn: Insanae et vanae curae (to be sung in Latin) 

Mozart: Ave verum K618 (to be sung in Latin) 

Schubert: Zum Sanctus from Deutsche Messe (to be sung in German) 

Glinka: The Cherubic Hymn (to be sung in Russian) 

Berlioz: The shepherds’ farewell (to be sung in English) 

Rossini: O salutaris hostia (to be sung in Latin) 

Faure: Cantique de Jean Racine (to be sung in French) 

Bruckner: Locus iste (to be sung in Latin) 

 

Second half 

Dvorak: Mass in D  

 

The venue and date for our concert is currently to be confirmed and we will let you know of these as 

soon as they are finalised. 

 



I am very much looking forward to working on this programme with you all in the Autumn, not 

forgetting the Britten and Vivaldi for the forthcoming Festival concert in May, with the enjoyment of 

singing a merry madrigal along the way in the summer sing. 

 

With musical greetings,  

 

 

 


