
Musical Director’s Report for the AGM 

Dear singer,  

I hope that I will be forgiven for writing the same report for Sarisbury Choral Society (SCS) 
and Winchester City Festival Choir (WCFC) this year. It seems the easiest thing to do!  

As you’ll know, I have no concerts or performances to report on this year, as sadly, we have 
been able to undertake any. Indeed, at the time of writing (June 2021), we haven’t been able 
to rehearse in person. However, we have been able to meet occasionally on zoom!  

WCFC had a trial run of running a zoom session from Littleton in November 2020, which 
was, until the last minute, hoped to be a combination of an in-person and zoom rehearsal (I 
think it’s now known as a hybrid rehearsal), which, although not the greatest success as a 
rehearsal, helped us to learn that a zoom rehearsal from Littleton would be possible. Thank 
you to Stephen Pember who put a lot of work into getting this rehearsal to work online.  

Both choirs met jointly on zoom in December 2020 for a carol singing session, which was, 
I suspect, the only carol singing that some singers were able to do in 2020; at least the chance 
to sing the familiar descants! On the back of that, we met twice on zoom for some singing 
sessions. In February 2021 we sang through Haydn’s Little Organ Mass plus excerpts from 
Creation. In May 2021, we sang through music by Elgar, Parry and Stainer. It was good at 
the May session to welcome professional singer Thomas Nießer who guided us through a 
vocal warmup.  

And that’s about it for this year… except to say thank you for still being part of the choir in 
these unprecedented times and thank you to the choir committees for continuing to meet and 
discuss the way forward.  

When we are able to meet together again in person, I don’t think we can expect for things to 
be exactly as they were when we left them in March 2020. It will take time to rebuild things 
back to how they were. It is almost impossible to make plans as we don’t know what the next 
guidance will tell us. The latest guidance for amateur choirs at the time of writing was 
completely unexpected and has provoked uproar among amateur singers across the country.  

However, it’s not all doom and gloom! We look forward with hope to celebrating the 
following milestones over the next few years:  

• WCMF’s belated Centenary in 2022 

• WCFC’s Centenary in 2023 

• SCS’s 75th birthday in 2024.  

Alongside these, we look forward with hope to singing carols in person to audiences again in 
December 2021 and as we come out of restrictions (especially on music making), there may 
be new opportunities and collaborations for us to enjoy over the next 12 months.  



I look forward to what next season will bring with the choir and I hope you’ll join me on the 
journey. Here’s to the future! 


