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Well - who would have thought it?     No rehearsal,   no concert,   social distancing,   
and yet we have been kept together not by the baton of  our musical director but by his 
ramblings.  I have found these weekly offerings informative, stimulating, fun, 
frustrating in that I have not managed to do all the singalongs but they have given me 
a weekly sense of  normality to be able to connect with Graham and imagine other 
choir members reading them with me. I am also very grateful to Graham for the 
‘summer sing’ he offered this year and I do hope we may be able to do something 
similar in the future if  we are not able to meet together physically. 

Your committee have met regularly and tried to make sense of  what is going on, tried 
to keep up with the changing rules and regulations and now at last when there has 
been a glimmer of  hope on the distant horizon that we might possibly sing again we 
have set up a subcommittee to carry out a formal risk assessment.  We are zooming 
into Making Music websites and Choral Directors websites, we are attending zoom 
risk assessment seminars by the local council, in fact zooming all over the place to 
ensure that we can provide a safe environment for members and our musical director 
and accompanist.   Once this assessment has been done we will contact you the 
members to canvas your views too.  I know that many of  you would like to sing again 
but your committee has a duty of  care and legal responsibilities too.  

Every person on the committee has worked hard and I am very grateful to Ann for 
ensuring that purchased tickets were repaid, Carol, for keeping us together and 
informed in her lovely bright way, Deirdre for keeping in touch with the hall hire and 
requirements of  Littleton village Hall, Elspeth for claiming back gift aid and keeping 
an eye on the way we can continue to support Graham and Gilly, Rachel for setting 
up our zoom meetings, Roger for keeping the membership lists up to date, Sarah J for 
keeping accurate minutes, Sarah N for joining the subcommittee and keeping an eye 
on future publicity opportunities, and Les for his attention to the website  Sadly we 
have not been able to use Maria Golley’s skill in preparing any programme.   It has 
again been an amazing privilege to serve as chairperson for the Winchester City 
Festival Choir.  
Sadly Ann Denison who has served on the committee for many years is stepping down 
and we thank her for all she has down to cope with the fears and frustrations of  being 
responsible for ticket sales She has coped magnificently as the members of  WCFC 
have taken her to the brink so often wondering if  we are going to sell any tickets at all 
and then hey presto at the last minute we have excellent sales and a large audience.  
Rachel Cristofoli will be taking this task on. 
We are always looking for new blood on the committee and would be really grateful to 
hear from anyone who would like to join us and offer their expertise on the 
committee.   

We hope to perform the Messiah with other choirs in May 2022 and may indeed be 
able to get back to rehearsals ourselves. 

I look forward to another year with Winchester City Festival Choir.  
  
Jane Thompson 




