
Chair’s Report 

With the WCFC Committee meeting on Zoom during the first half of 2021, and with a 
great deal of research into the pros and cons of returning to singing as safely as 
possible, members were offered the opportunity to return in September 2021. 
Detailed Risk Assessments were done in consultation with the Management and 
Trustees of Littleton Millennium Hall, and with Health declarations, Covid testing at 
home, and temperatures taken on arrival, some of the choir returned to singing in 
person, with masks on and the hall well ventilated. 

Voices were rusty to say the least, but the choir could be said to be “in recovery “ at 
last, and we could look forward to starting work on Handel’s Messiah, and Christmas 
carols from the October half-term. 

With many thanks to Stephen Pember, members could take part in the rehearsals 
using Zoom if they did not feel safe enough to return to singing together at the Hall. 
BUT – at the rehearsal just before the half-term break, Graham Kidd announced that 
he would be leaving us in December, AND – a few days later, Jane Thompson 
resigned from her position as Chairperson of WCFC and moved away from 
Winchester. I had already told the committee that I would step-up and become 
temporary Chair-person until the next AGM, but we had not foreseen that these two 
events would coincide. Sadly, the WCFC committee soon became only four people, 
but thank goodness, four members of WCFC were willing to be co-opted, and we 
progressed towards advertising for a new Musical Director. This was mostly done 
locally, and the suggestions came from other MDs within WCMF. 

While those of us who were rehearsing in person at Littleton Hall for our evening of 
Christmas Music, which then took place at St Pauls Church, a short list of candidates 
was agreed, and informal discussions took place with each one. 
In December, at the end of the Christmas Carols evening we said our good-byes and 
sincere thank-you to Graham, wishing him well in the future. In January, we 
interviewed Paul du Plessis-Smith, and offered him the post, which he accepted, and 
agreed to become our new Musical Director. 

We are grateful to Paul, who picked up the baton and rehearsed Messiah with us. 
There were frustrations for Paul in doing this, with no information or directions from 
David Hill, and little from other conductors of the other choirs within WCMF, except 
for Graham, who passed on what information he could. However, just over forty of us 
sang Messiah in the wonderful venue of the Anvil in Basingstoke, and had a great...if 
exhausting day, in May this year. 

Paul’s choice of Madrigals and Part-songs has given us a welcome change of 
repertoire, which has been both challenging and enjoyable. 
I will now hand on my responsibilities as Chair-person, but I am willing to continue as 
Concert Manager for another year if I am needed in that role. I am looking forward to 
our Centenary Concert and am pleased to announce that we have signed contacts to 
hold the concert at St Swithun’s School on January 28th 2022. 

Deirdre Wratten. 




